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In thi: ^urgk^il repair &hop of McrropIcK, th<; 
AutoUoE city of Earth, Ratchet ^Vi hard at work 
Several Autobots had been dicnaged in fighrlnR 
with the Deceptlcont. Most Wll:^^? sufferini^ from 
knacks and scrapes. Hot Rod had a bad dent Jn 
one side, and a buckled whecL 
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"Come fjnl Come an I" he cried^ Impariendy, as 
Ratchet atid Whedjaelt looked at the damage- "It 
isn't all that badt A couple of taps with a hammer 
and I'lt be up and out of heret" 

Ratchet shook fiH head. "It isn't that easy. I can 
fix that wheel fio that you car get about Bm U 
wFll soon have la be repJaced with a new one.'’ 

"'f could make a replacement easily,"' said 
Wheefiack. "That Is, If I coufd get the materlak. 
Earth metals arc not bad. but we really need 
cybernlte- And there's slmusi none left among our 
stopes/' 


























Laitff that day, Raichet reported to Ultra Magnus, 
"Unle&s we car get hold of the Sipecial metals, like 
cybernkc, that I need 10 do repajri, 

Aulobots will no lonjfjer be able to function 

Ultra Magnus looked serious 'The only place 
wc can find ¥iich things Is back or our home 
planet, Cybertron* And we do not yet have the 
resources to fight off the Deceptlcons and return 
there to look for It.'" 


Kup had been llstenirg to the converMtion. 
"There ii a way to get tup plies of those Special 



































in&lcriAlii," he said, “'without leaving Earth, W? 
have Fought many batiles with the Deccpt^lcons 
since we arrived here. Some oF the bigger Flghfs 
left many AutobEHs and DeceptIcons wrecked and 
lost^ F remenrber^ when I war a young Autobot, a 
great battle which raged fmm dawn till dusk in a 
mountain Vshey, I don't recall who won, but I do 
remember that the valley was strewn with 
wreckage afterwards. If the Dcccptlcon'S havcri^ 
pDt there first, we might find what we need. If I 
can find the valtey again I" 
























Whilt Kup wfriT pff IQ Eaak some artel 
try to rcl^«h hi? mpmory. Ultra Majjnu^ set 
about orjfSiniisitii^ a saivaijc cxpcditlDn to vEsit rhe 
old bantehf'ld! and collect everything they could 
that might he useful. 

Soon ibe Autobo! convoy was ready lo roll* 
Kup was lu tead ihe way? he was sure that he 
could find the place Nc^t came Whee|}acl;. Hi? 
job would he to choose the mtfst useful bit? and 
pieces. Hotsi and Crapple made up the rest of ihe 
party. They would lift and drag any bigger piece? 
of wreckage they might find. 
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There i found of running footsieIt vm 
Sptke, the youni^ Earth Erienid of the Autobotfrr He 
stopped, panilTig, In front of Ultra Magnus, 3fid 
looked up at the g^anE. figure towering above him. 

"Please,'' he cried, "cm J go too? ! could be 
Very xEfclul. Earth people know a lot that even 
Autohots don't I" 

Ultra Magnus laughed. All right, Spike,* he 
said, "fust don't get In the way." 

"Thanks! " tried Spike. Then he ran acfoss to 
Kup and climbed Into the cab as the engines 
roared and the Autobots moved oui. 
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To avoid ^Ictn, the AutobnU left their 

cit^f ii duik, Nl^ihi W3S ^alltn^ at they raced 
alonu de&crted roads tovvards (he mountains and 
the valley where the bauk had been fought to 
long ago. 

Suddenlyj, the nonhem sky was lit up by 
brilliant Hashes of lighc- The flashes became 
streamers which rippled and glowed againitr the 
dark sky. 








The AutohotE halted. 'Take ccivcr!" erted Kup, 
'Decrpticors!" 

Spike 1au(^h<d. 'That'i not the Dcccpricons/ he 
fatd That's the northern ti|%htE: the aurora 
bdrealis, h won't hurt ue."' 

"What causes itT" asked Kup» 

“I'^e been told that its some sort c^^ electricity 
in the upper atmosphtTe/ said Spike. "It sottietlmes 
interferes with radio communicotIons-" 











In tht light of a lull moon. rKc Aittobots 
reaohcd the valley^ They tran^(or[ripdl out ol theEr 
vthicfc shapes and stood walifng as Kup walked 
along the valley tToor^ cxaminEn)]; the landscape. 

He rejoined the other}, '"Yes, it's just as t 
remember. Those were the days, Wc took up our 
positions along the hillside, there. The 
Dccepticons tried to get behind us over on that 
hJlL One of them was a real giant, f forget v^hai 
they called him now^ There we were] Face to 
face! It was me or himl And then, suddenly..,,!'' 







EJul Grapple Inierrupled. 'Tell us all about ff 
mother Old Timer. We're here to work, 
not to listen to accounts of your hcfolc past " 

The Autobocs sea tiered across the valley^ their 
sensors tuned to find cyhernite and Other extra¬ 
terrestrial metals. 

Spike climbed a little way yp ihe hill and found 
a sheltered ledge. There he sat and searched in 
the moonlight for a sign of smashed machines and 
wrecked robots from the ancient battle. 







Spike serained his ey« iq sec In the half-light. 
Below him the Auiobots cros&ect and rccros^ed 
the valley, scarehlng every crack and hollow. As 
Spikt listened CO the clantlng satind of their metal 
footsteps, he suddenly heard something else A 
distant whine row to a scream, and chen to a 
roar. Like evil birds, a flight of fet aircraft swept 
over the hills, weapons firing, 

Tlie Aulobotii rated for cover. Then one by 
One the pfancs came Fn Eo land. Immediately, each 
transformed into a heavily armed notsoi. 









"DeccpticoniJ” cried Spike. 

From the tOv^r of rock? and boulders, ihr 
AuTobots kept up a steady fire against the enemy, 
fdfcirp fhem ic withdraw for a moment, 

Then Spike ihc Autahots iran-^form a^aln 
Into their vehicle shapes and race at top speed for 
the entrance lo the valley. Keeping, In the 
shadows^ he ran to meet them 





















Kup slowed is he saw Spike at rhe cd^c of the 
Crack. Spike [hrew hitflseff IrlQ rhe back, and rhe 
car accelerated with tlic others Into a narrow 
Iforije leading oui the valle-y. 

As the Autobots beai a retregi, the DecepticOns 
also irapsformedr ^cid followed ihem, lets roaring, 
Starscfeam led Thrust, Cyclonus, Scourge and 
Dirge bw and fast In pursuit. The Autobots 
disgppcfli-ed into the shadows of rhe gorge. 

Almost at the last rnonsent the Decepticons liaw 
that the gorge was too narrow for iheTr 
wingspans. They banked sharply between the 
















Tocky walk. Dirj^ mtsfudf^cdl thr dktarme, and his 
ving-rip shDwc^^'d sparks aS \t i^tfuck rock. 
Climbing vertically with pieces dropping hom the 
djTTiiiged wing. Dirge dew gicar of the gerrge and 
back tu a bumpy landing on the vsiky Hoar. 



Where the gorge was narrowest, the Autobuts 
trans/ormed Again to robots. As the flying 
Deceptkons tried to reach them they CAme under 
fierce fire from laser weapons. 

At length they gave up, and the sound of their 
engines faded in the distance. Last to go was 
Dirge, wobbling into the air with the last shots of 
the Autobotft whiizing around him. 



Dawn, was breaking; as the Autobots arrived 
back ar MetroplcK. Ultra Ma^us listened to Ktip’s 
report. 

'We didn't find anytbrng,*" said the wfsc old 
Autobot. "But we might "have done If we had not 
been ambushed by the Decepticons, What 
puzjies fne is,., how did they know that we were 
coming? There has betn no Deceptlcan activity 
reported from that quarter for a long ritne f 
checked before we left. And we saw no sc|fn^ of 































ihcin on (he way on any of OUf detection Systems." 

They must have found some new way of 
keeping ui under surveitlance/' sjid Ultra Magnus. 
“Perhaps they have an outpost tn iht h(lls that we 
know nothirtg 

Silverbult Spoke, \ suggest that wc carry out a 
thorough Deamination of the whole area of the 
old battlefield, f can be ready for take-off at First 
llgKl tomorrow.^' 

"Very well," agreed Ultra Magnus. 









MciftwKlk, At the Qcccpticon base, Calvsiron 
watched rlie return of Stsrscream, ThrusCf 
Scourge And Cyclonus. Dirge tame in re land ju&c: 
behind them, barely in full control, The damaged 
Decepticon bounced hcavfly on the runway and 
slid to a hall clo^c to Calvatnon. As the 
Decepticotii iraritormcd to robots, Calvatron 
cried, 'The surveillance syTsicm'? It worked?'' 

"Perftcilyr" said Cyclonus. 'They had no 
warning untH we were on them,'' 













''So they were dm roved?" Askcd the 
Dccepiicon Eeadcr, 

'Well, no^" replied Cyclonu?, They took j-efuge 
jp A lucky canyon. Wc coiddn't---^ 

"You coiildn^i deal with a bunch of fplmplc' 
minded idloii like the AutobotsT interrupted 
GsIvSCfonn "And what happened to ijn?" he said, 
looking at Dirge. 

'■[ accidentally hit the rock^," $aid Dirge, 
ipologeiLcaliy. 

"Co and ger rhe damage icen toT' snapped 
Calvafron. ''And ] suggest that you tike some 
flying lessons I You haven't heard the last of rhi^T' 













As the ^tin rose, the AcrJalbois ted by Sifverbolt 
flew into the sky Metroplex and 5Ci Ctiurar 

for the htlli around the old battle-field. 


the place came In view, Stlverbolt flew bw. 
Then with a scream of jets, Slingshot, Sfcydrve^ 
FircfKght and Ait Raid zoomed off to scout the 
land below, Itmmcdlately, Sllverbolt climbed htgh 
Into the tnomlng sky, watching the smaller craft 
skiTnmlng the hills beneath him. 











tiy ttiidday ttie scouts fiad examined every Inch 
of the cnoiitry for a p-lacc where the Decepricons 
could have placed a spy installs tier, liuc chey 
found nothing- They signalled to Silverbolt. and 
ihe large plane was about to descend to them 
when its video-radar senstirs gave a brief flicker, 
h had picked up something, Silvcrbftlt dived 
quickly^ and the smaller aircraft attached 
themselves to him to create the mighty Superion. 

At full power^ Suptrion rose up and up to the 
last fringes of the Earths afmO'Spherc and the edge 
of space itself^ This time^ there was no doubting 
ft. Something big hut invisible was being picked 
up by the radar. 













Gilv^non stood with Soundwave in the main 
concrol complex of the Dcccpticon bass. On a 
vid^> display screen a small dot ntoved slowly. 

'Whai is it?'asked Calvarron. 

"AUTOBOT PATROL...HIGH ALTITUDE 
AfRCRAFT...DESCENDING NOW... 
...CONTACT FADING." 

"Why didn^t you have it destroyed?" cried 
CalvatTon. 




























“HOSTELE ACTiOSf WOULD REVEAL 
SURVEILLANCE SATELLITE...IN TEN HOURS 
refraction SHIELD WILL BE OPERATING.“ 

"Good!" cHed Galvatron The three 
^urvt^illance ipacc stations keep all parts of the 
pbnet In view at all times. We can sec every 
move made by the enemy, no matter hovn" well he 
thiFlks he is hidden. And the reiraction shields 
will mahe the stations totally invisible." 
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Hifth above Eirrh^ or the edge of ■ipacCj^ 
Decepticor Space Station Argon orbiiied ilow'Jy. 
The Station Commander, Billowing, watched hb 
crew as they adjusted the controls that kept the 
grant satclEite Jr po^ltjonh 

Suddenly^ lights Flashed on the control paneL 
and the voice of Soitndwavc came through the 
audio tystenr, 

STAND BY FOR RHFRACTrON SHIELD 

ACTIVATION... FIVE.. .FOUR.THREE 

TWO... ONE.ACTIVATFNCT 

























For 3 nnomcnt, the Dectpclcon^ who were 
wAtchiriK through the viewirij? porti i nickcr 
af blue light run along the metal scfuciure of the 
Space station. Sound wavers voice sounded again. 

"ACrlVATtON COMPLETE,..ALL 
STATIONS NOW INVISIBLE TO EXTERNAL 
SENSORS." 

Blitzwing spoke into the radio, ''Acknowledge " 
He turned to the Deeepiicon crew. '“Now we can 
spy on the Auiotwc? without their ever guessing 
where we are." 















Ultra Magnus itudicd the recordlngi; o^ 
SuptTiOn's radar contacL 

"I think that we have found at least pan ol the 
answer/' he said, "There j's wmerhing' up there. 
Some dcvkc which enables rhe Deccpticons to 
keep wpteh on us at alJ tlmeSi'' 

'A spy'ln-the sky sa tel fire r'“ asked Spike* 

'No, somethtrifi much bJjijger/' ^aid the Autobot 
leader* “Bui out of visual range, Someone must 
investigate who can go farther than the Aerialbots. 
Tell CoiOiOS rhar f have a task for him-' 

A shon lime later. Sllverbolt took oH again. 
Tucked into has cargo comparfment was the smalt 
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siiic«r ipy Auiohot, Cosmoi.. A( maj^itnum 
altitude, Silwrholt liaid, "tr'v all your^i Cosmas- 
Goad luck," And eKc iirvall saucer dropped dear 
of the plants hovered for a luomcm, then sped up 
and out into the btacknes^ of space^ 

Within seconds, Cosiflos picked up a radio 
signal on the Dcccpticon wavelength. Then 
another. And another. He circled high above 
Earth, There was nothlrtg to be seen, but there 
was a continuous flow of radio nteisagcfr- Some 
were from Deccptlcon headquarters, but the 
others were from ^pace. Cosmos recorded 
everything, then headed back to MeitopIcK with 
all speed 






Ultra Maf^nus heard Cosmos' report^ then 
Hoond analyiicd the recording^ of the Dcccpticon 
radio messages. 

" Vdej were right/' he %aEd to Ultra Magnus. 
h no ordinary ^py-in-the’^ky Were talking 
now about full-scalt: orbiting upacr stations - three 
of them. They are so carefully pi^^ijtlgned that 
there i? no part of the Earth's surface which 
escapes the eyes of the Deccpticonv. They must 
have some sort of shielding system that makes 
them imuwssihle to see/' 
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‘They mu5t bv drstioyed/ said UliTii 

That will be dlfficuti, if not impossible/ said 
Hound- "We dc nor have the capability ftjr a 
frontal aetack Tn space, " 


*1 remember, in the fiattic of the Green 
Asteroid/put In Kup, '“the enemy was nut of 

put out false signals to lure him closer 

'We could give It a try/ said the Autobol 
leader, 

■'I have an ldea,'“ said &plke. 








'When i was a Ihtle boy/ said SplkCr “nny dad 
used to tell me stories. One of my favourites was 
about a little man w^ho had iwo fierce enemies. 
They Were gtinEs, and he was helpless to do 
anythinit. Bttt he trkked the giants into thinking 
that e^ch had attacked the other, and as a result, 
they destroyed each other Couldn't we do 
something the same with the three space 
stations?^' 

Kup laughed. '^1 don't chink that we could trick 

















the Deccptitont into fighting each nthcr. Bill, 
Spike, ydiiVe given me iin idea. Perhaps they can 
be made to destroy their own space stations^ Slick 
around^ Well need your help, YouVe almost as 
smart as an Auinhoil " 


'What's your plan, KupT ' asked Ultra Migjtus, 

Xjive me some Tlmt to think it out more/ was 
the answer, la take a lot of hard work 

and ingeniiLty." 




















''Good," said Kup. ’'Now I know what we are 
going to do. Huffer ard Whecljack say that rhcy 
cm hudd 9 transmtiTer which will trigger off a 


Kup went to look for Huffer and WhccEjack. 
When he found iheiftf he had a Jong dibcusslon 
with chem. Therf he sent for Spike. 

'Tc3t us more abouc she northem lights," he 
said. "Is it true that they interfere with radio 
transmission e 7'' 


'That's whar I've heard my dad say," replied 
Spike. "When there's a display of northern lights 
in the sky, you can hardJy hear anything on the 
radpn for static.■“ 
















display oi fhc norThtfn hghis in (he upper 
atmuiphert. Thai will bloi uut fidlo s^g^di 
between rhe Dpccpdcon ipaee stations, and 
beiween them iind thctr bascr Hound can send 
falic rne&jage^ which will get (htpugh the litaik. 
The Deceptkoos wHl not fcniiw whether they are 
coming or golinirh It should be lurtl For us!" 

They reported their plan to Ultra Magnus. It 
would rate time to iet up^ Whcdiack told the 
leader. They would need (he help of every 
Aucfibot who could be ■spared from other duti«. 

Work itarted immediately 





























Ten days Istcf the Wurk was Powcr- 

^cneratin^ and artiplliyin]; equipment was l^oadcd 
aboard Ultra Magnus and driven to an luhtcd 
muurtain top. Grapple bHowcd behind to dn the 
heavy lifting. 

The two nOrmal-iouking vehicle^; parked quietly 
untfl after dark* Then Spike and a swsrm of the 
smaltcr Autobots began unloading the gear. 

Spike tooked up at the dark ^ky "The 
Dccepticons are hound to spot us/' he i.ald* 

said Swerve. "We have to move and 
hit them before they can decide what to do*'* 





SwJhly ihe was ss’SCfflbled. From a 

small pai'k, a thing tike a gigantic umbrella 
opened otit. It was a radio- atrial But it would not 
tniTi^mtl messages- !i was destined to send a 
megavoit charge ol^ electricity Into the fky. Kup 
hoped that It would work, snd that a display of 
noriherti llflhtt would be trlmtercd o^^ such as 
HP one had ever seen belorc. 

Kup threw- a switch There was a crackle and a 
loud humming from the equipment. Then first ihc 
hoTimn, and then the whole shy, w*t lit up with 
the flash and flicker of the AuiokJU' own aurora 
hti realist 










Aboard Dcccptitort Space Statiun Arpon, 

Stafion CoiTimatider Blitiwing stared ac the 
cammufiicatioci pancL The last messajji? front ha%;e 
bad been suddriily drowned out by a roar of 
^tatEc+ The radio DcccpTican ad)u%tcd the 
corrro!s. Bui the message wai (tone. 

Then, through the static came a famibar sound. 
The voice of Soundwave 



TMbRCENCY...SPACE STATION ARGON 
...RE-DEPLOY TO CO-ORDJMATES ALPHA- 
9^0 - 2...fMMFnfATEr‘ 














Bljtzwin;!! tuTntftl and shuytcd otcIct'Si Tlic 
rotltct niotor'i on tKe outrr tHui oI the ^pacc 
st^ijan fliimcd (ntti Hfc. Slowly at ^!^st. But 
l^atKcrln^ ^ptfcd to hyperr-sunic: velocity Spate 
Station Argon headed ^DT Its new location. 

At the same iimc, Space StBiion& Krypton and 
Xenon were also being re-deployed - to the same 
location; CQ-ordinatc!f alpha - 9 tl - 2. 

Fat below, K.up looked up. All we do rit>w Es 
wait/' he taid "Hoimd't imkatlon ol Soundwave 
could have ^polecl me. Let’ft hope that it fooled 
che Dccepilcons/' 













At the Drcepttcor haw, Calv&trDn screamed n 
hrr w^itchcd the vidwj display screen, "^hat arc 
rhcjsfl lunatics dotrg?" he raged. 

Near the cemre rd the screen^ three blips 
meved rapidly towards each other. 'They've gone 
mad I Tell ihcm to stop and get back on scatton" 

NO communecation.,.abnormal 

STATIC I ^ said Soundwave, 

"'Can't they See whatV going to happen? TheyVe 
on collision courser cried Calvatron. 
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'They're Invisible to each tuber r" cried 
Srarscrrani. 

Galvatron tuoged acros-Si the control panel and 
threw the switch which de-acclvated the relraction 
shield. Btit,,.tcici Intel Or the screen, the three 
dots came together arid disappeared I 

On the ground. Spike *nd the AyroboES eaw a 
distant fUh In the is the DecepElcon space 
stattnns collided and smaishcd into a thousand 
pieces, 
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(Jlfra Magrut was waiting to cdn^rarulaic [he 
party r>n fheir reium to Metropkx^ That was a 
Super t«m cHor[f^ he said. "Ir h only by team- 
work thar wr will eventually -win Victory over the 
Dcccptlcons.'^ 

He looked srpuntlr " Where are Kup and 
Whecljack?" 

At that moment the two rolled up and 
transformed- "That was a job well donc^"^ said 
Ultra Magnus. 
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"It wjs even better than I’d ho|>cd,"' Mid Kup, "I 
hid a suddrn thoui^hT, ind ^e turned back. ] 
realtSied ihit the coKjrdIratc? we had divert ihe 
Dcccpticoni were ^ut a ihpot aimost directly above 
ti!i. It hai; been raining pieces of wrecked tipace 
station for the pa^t h&ur^ 'St'e have ail the 
cyhernite and other stuff that Ratchet and 
Whccl^ack will need for a long time to come." 





































